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Today’s liturgy is not intended to reconstruct an historic liturgy, but rather to demonstrate 
original liturgical uses of organ literature. Examples of these include short hymn variations that 
were used in alternation with the singing of hymn stanzas, or movements from an organ 
Magnificat which would have appeared as interpolations within the singing of the canticle by 
choir or congregation.  

Franz Tunder’s setting of today’s final hymn “Christ lag in Todesbanden” is a chorale fantasia, 
which is an extended meditation on the hymn, often improvised by the organist when a choir was 
not available to sing a motet. In this musical form, the composer creates music that focuses on one 
phrase of the hymn at a time; initially the full phrase, but then often leading to reflections on 
shorter and shorter motives of each phrase. 

 

Please silence all mobile devices. 
The use of photographic, recording, or electronic equipment  

during the service is prohibited. 
Your courtesy is appreciated. 



O RG A N  P R E LU D E  
     Hymnus in festo resurrectionis Vita Sanctorum Michael Prætorius (1571-1621) 

All stand as the choir enters singing  

T H E  I N T RO I T  

Vita sanctorum, decus angelorum 
Vita cunctorum pariter piorum 
Christe, qui mortis moriens  
ministrum exsuperasti 
 
Pascha, quo victor rediens ab imo, 
atque cum multis aliis resurgens, 
ipse susceptam super alta carnem 
astra levasti. 
 
Hoc Pater tecum, simul et sacratus 
praestet amborum, pie Christus, Flatus, 
cum quibus regnas Deus unus omni 
jugiter aevo. Amen 

Life and fair glory of the holy angels, 
Life of the faithful, who as one adore Thee: 
Christ, who didst conquer death and hell forever 
By Thine own dying: 
 
That Easter morning, Thou, from hell arising, 
Didst as the Victor free a host unnumbered, 
And, thence ascending, brought’st Thine earthen body 
O’er starry ethers.   
 

Hear us, O Jesus, merciful Redeemer, 
With God the Father and the Holy Spirit 
One God in glory, majesty, and power, 
Reigning forever. Amen.            

Music: Plainsong                                                   

O P E N I N G  S E N T E N C E S  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



All sit 
 

The choir sings Psalm 117 

 

All remain seated to sing the Office Hymn, interspersed with organ verses by Johann Walther (1684-1748)  

Stand for the final verse   

 

 

 

Stand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Laudate Dominum, omnes gentes;  
laudate eum, omnes populi. 
Quoniam confirmata est super nos 
misericordia ejus, et veritas Domini  
manet in aeternum. 

O praise the Lord, all you people:  
Praise him, all you nations. 
For his merciful kindness is ever more and more 
towards us: and the truth of the Lord 
endures forever. 

Hans Leo Hassler (1564-1612) 



R E A D I N G S      

All sit for the First Reading (Exodus 19:1-16)  

V   Word of God, Word of Life   R   Thanks be to God 

The choir sings in response 

Surrexit pastor bonus, 
qui animam suam posuit pro ovibus suis, 
et pro grege suo mori dignatus est, alleluia. 

The Good Shepherd has arisen, 
who laid down his life for his sheep, 
and deigned to die for his flock, alleluia. 
            
            Words: Matins Responsory, Easter Monday  

                          Music: Orlando di Lassus (1532-1594) 
 

All remain seated for the Second Reading (Matthew 3:7-12) 

V   Word of God, Word of Life   R   Thanks be to God  

The organ plays in response 

      Chorale fantasia on Christ lag in Todesbanden                             Franz Tunder (1614-1687) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The choir sings Magnificat (Luke 1:39–56) with organ verses by Heinrich Scheidemann (1595-1663) 

Magnificat, anima mea, Dominum 
     et exultavit spiritus meus in Deo, salutari meo. 
Quia respexit humilitatem ancillæ suæ:   
     ecce enim ex hoc beatam  
     me dicent omnes generationes. 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
      my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
For he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
      from this day all generations 
      will call me blessed: 



Quia fecit mihi magna, qui potens est,  
     et sanctum nomen eius,  
et misericordia eius a progenie in progenies   
     timentibus eum. 
Fecit potentiam in brachio suo, 
     dispersit superbos mente cordis sui. 
Deposuit potentes de sede  
     et exaltavit humiles; 
Esurientes implevit bonis  
     et divites dimisit inanes. 
Suscepit Israel puerum suum recordatus     
     misericordiæ suæ,  
sicut locutus est ad patres nostros,  
     Abraham et semini eius in sæcula. 

All Stand 

Gloria Patri, et Filio,  
     et Spiritui Sancto: 
Sicut erat in principio, et nunc, et semper, 
     et in sæcula sæculorum. Amen. 

The Almighty has done great things for me, 
     and holy is his Name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him  
     in every generation. 
He has shown the strength of his arm, 
     he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, 
     and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, 
     and the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel 
     for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
the promise he made to our fathers, 
     to Abraham and his children forever. 

 
 
Glory to the Father and to the Son 
     and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now,  
     and will be forever. Amen. 

Magnificat octavi toni  
Orlando di Lassus    

Remain standing                                                                              

P R A Y E RS  

 
 
 
 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all,  
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the health of the creation, for abundant harvests that all may share, and for peaceful times,  
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 



For public servants, the government, and those who protect us; for those who work to bring 
peace, justice, healing, and protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For those who travel, for those who are sick and suffering, and for those who are in captivity,  
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For deliverance in the time of affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For all servants of the church, for this assembly, and for all people who await from the Lord great 
and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
     A time of silence follows 
 
Giving thanks for all who have gone before us and are at rest, rejoicing in the communion of all 
the saints, we commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to you, through Christ our 
Lord.  

 

 

 

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending,  
   by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good 

courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love 
supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

We give thanks to you, heavenly father, through Jesus Christ your dear son, that you have 
graciously protected us today. We ask you to forgive us all our sins, where we have done 
wrong, and graciously to protect us tonight. Into your hands we commend ourselves: 
our bodies, our souls, and all that is ours. Let your holy angels be with us, so that the 
wicked foe may have no power over us. Amen. 

 

 

 



All sing the Lord’s Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 B L E S S I N G  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



All sing the Hymn. The hymn is introduced by Bach’s setting from the Orgelbüchlein, BWV 625.   

Verse 3 is sung in German by the choir alone (harmonization by J S Bach 1685-1750) 

 

 

   Choir only 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All remain standing as the choir and ministers depart 

        Præludium in D major, BUXWv 139   Dieterich Buxtehude (1637-1707) 

 

All are invited to sit until the conclusion of the postlude 
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