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The Role of the Enlivener in Worship 
 

Music in Marquand chapel varies from service to service, and though our worship is often enriched by our 
very talented choirs, more often than not we rely on our musicians at the organ and piano to lead us through 
the flow of the service. This role, often different from what classically trained musicians may expect to do 
when they begin their studies, has come to be known as the “enlivener.” 
 
“What is the difference between an enlivener and a Western, classically trained church musician? In many 
cases, there may be little difference. Many church musicians have assumed the role of enlivener either 
intentionally or through intuitive insight. . . . [While] musical ensembles (instrumental and vocal) play 
important roles in worship, . . . the first task of the enlivener is to bridge the gap between the established 
choir (choral ensemble) and the ‘choir of the whole’ – those in the pew – so that all may join together in 
praise to God . . . as the primary choir of worship 
 
“Second, the enlivener assumes this position on the merits not only of musical ability but also of an ability to 
relate to the congregation as a teacher. As a part of their vocation, enliveners will use their singing voices to 
teach the congregation to sing its song, rather than to sing solos on behalf of the congregation. . . . The 
enlivener’s voice says, ‘Please sing with me,’ rather than ‘Listen to me.’ . . . The enlivener’s relationship with 
the congregation depends on trust. The congregants must trust the enlivener to lead them into unfamiliar 
musical waters with the hope that the songs they learn will teach them to pray in new ways and enable them 
to feel a greater oneness as the body of Christ. 
 
“A third task of the enlivener is to relate the people’s song to the broader experience of worship. It is not 
sufficient just to sing a good song in worship. A good song, well taught and appropriately integrated into 
worship, in itself unites those gathered as the body of Christ. To paraphrase 1 Corinthians 14:15, people 
will sing with spirit if they understand what they are to sing and why they are singing it. Integrating the 
congregation’s song into worship is part of the work of the enlivener. Music – sung, played, or danced – has 
a capacity to weave itself into the fabric of an experience and to transform individuals into a vital singing, 
praying community.” 
 
– From “Teaching the Congregational Choir: The Role of Musicians in Multicultural Worship,” 
https://alban.org/archive/teaching-the-congregational-choir-the-role-of-musicians-in-multicultural-
worship; adapted from C. Michael Hawn’s One Bread, One Body: Exploring Cultural Diversity in Worship. 
 
 
Friday September 25: At our Community Eucharist this Friday we will be using individual cups to receive 
Communion, something we do often in Marquand Chapel, especially when the presider or preacher is from a 
tradition where that is the usual practice. First used in 1894 in Rochester, New York, this practice has 
become the norm for Christian communities around the world. The normal practice with this type of 
Communion is to wait until everyone has obtained their cup and bread, waiting to consume them until 
everyone can at the same time. Where many traditions find unity in the common cup, this tradition finds it in 
the simultaneous consumption of bread and wine by all members. The practices are different, but in each 
case the intent is to express that we are all together around God’s table. 



Photography and Filming in Marquand Chapel 
 

A great many people in this community prefer not to be photographed or videoed during worship, in order to 
respect their privacy. We have received a number of requests from people this week to ask the community not 
to take photographs, video etc. during worship, without prior consultation. If you want to photograph 
elements of the Chapel décor after a service, you are very welcome to do so. If there is a special reason why 
you want to make visual records of the service, please let us know and we can investigate what 
accommodations can be made. 
 
The Marquand Advisory Committee is due to review our policy on this later this semester – if you have 
strong feelings on it, in either direction, please let us know and it will help the Committee to discern the 
feelings of the community. 
 
With thanks, 
The Marquand Advisory Committee 
 

 
THIS WEEK IN MARQUAND 

Services begin at 10:30 a.m. All are Welcome! 
 

Monday September 21: Preacher: Nicole Perone, M.Div ’16. 
 
Tuesday September 22: Worship from the Iona Community. 
 
Wednesday September 23: “How Far From Here is Home?” 
 
Thursday September 24: Sung Morning Prayer. 
 
Friday September 25: Community Eucharist; The Lord’s Supper. Preacher and Presider: Rev. Timothy 
Jones, Senior Pastor of the Community Baptist Church in New Haven and Adjunct Professor in Homiletics 
and History and Polity of the Baptist Church at YDS. 
 
 
The Marquand Chapel Team 
Dean of Chapel Maggi Dawn 
Director of Chapel Music (Interim) Wesley Hall 
Gospel and Contemporary Ensemble Mark Miller 
Liturgical Coordinator Christa Swenson 
Chapel Ministers Alissa Kretzmann, Kevin McKoy, Justin Mikulencak, Zack Nyein, 

Joshua Sullivan, Liesl Spitz, Susan Wentzy 
Liturgical Assistant Katie McNeal 
Chapel Choir Directors Sarah Paquet and Patrick Murray 
Organists Bradley Burgess 
 


